
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMITTEE HELD ON 16 NOVEMBER 2015, FOLLOWING THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
MEETING, IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TODD STREET, ALICE SPRINGS  

 
PRESENT: His Worship the Mayor D. Ryan (Phone in) 

Councillor S. Brown 
Councillor J. De Brenni  
Councillor D. Douglas  
Councillor J. Kudrenko  
Councillor E. Melky (Chair) 
Councillor C. Paech  
Councillor J. Price 

  

OFFICERS:   
Mr G. Buxton – Acting Chief Executive Officer  
Mr. C Catchlove – Director of Corporate and Community Services  
Mr D. Pillay – Director Finance  
Mrs J. Craven – Executive Assistant (Minutes)  

 
 
The meeting opened at 6.04pm 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES:  
  

Councillor B. Heenan – Business Commitments  
Mr R. Mooney – Chief Executive Officer – Personal Leave 

 
 
2. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
 Nil 
  
 
3. DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST - OPEN: 
  
 Nil 
 
 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - OPEN: 
 

4.1 Minutes of Meeting held 12 October 2015 
 
 RESOLVED 

  
 That the minutes of the Open Section of the Corporate and Community Services 

Committee meeting held on 12 October 2015 be taken as read and confirmed as a 
true and correct record of the proceedings of that meeting. 

        (6055ccs)  
 

 4.2 Business Arising 
 
  Nil 
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5. IDENTIFICATION OF ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION - OPEN: 
 

5.1        Identification of items for discussion  

The following items were withdrawn for discussion:      
 
9.1, 9.3, 9.4 

 
 

5.2        Identification of items to be raised in General Business by Elected Members and 
Officers  

   
 Nil 
 
 
6. DEPUTATIONS:  

   
 Nil 
 
 
7. PETITIONS 
 

Nil  
  
 
8. NOTICES OF MOTION: 
 

8.1 Mayor Ryan – Healthy Living at ASALC 
 

The Alice Springs Town Council has a responsibility to be a role model in the 
community and lead by example in creating environments that support and promote 
healthy nutrition. 
 
To promote healthy nutrition the food items at the Aquatic and Leisure Centre should 
be re-evaluated and healthier alternatives be promoted.  More ‘green’ foods and less 
‘red’ foods should be available. See below categories for more information. 
 
RESOLVED 

 That it be a recommendation to Council 
 
That Alice Springs Town Council promote healthy living at the Alice Springs 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre by re-evaluating what food options are provided and 
decreasing ‘red’ food offerings.  

  (6056ccs) 
 

Discussion ensued regarding the type of refreshments sold at the Aquatic Centre. 
  
 
9. REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 
 

9.1 Directorate Update 
 Report No. 161/15ccs (DCCS) 
 
This report provides an update of current Corporate and Community Services projects, 
programs and events.  
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RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the report be received and noted. 
  (6057ccs) 

 
Councillor Kudrenko would like to congratulate all staff and youth members involved 
within the Alice Youth Arts & Music Festival (YAM) and could Council write a letter of 
support.  All were in favour. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding renewal of leases within the Child Care Centres. 
 

Councillor Melky requested Elected Members to participate in the vigil to express 
sadness over the tragic events in Paris and support the families of the victims.   
 
Councillor Kudrenko would like it noted that the right protocol was not followed 
regarding this request. 
 
Discussion ensued.  Elected Members supported the request. 
 
Elected Members and staff joined the members of the French community and the 
public for a candlelight vigil on the Council lawns at 6:30pm.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30pm. 
 
The meeting resumed at 6:55pm. 

 
 
9.2 Sponsorship Application – Brolga Awards 
 Report No. 162/15ccs (DCCS) 
 
This report discusses a request from Tourism NT for sponsorship of the 2015 Brolga 
Northern Territory Tourism Awards. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That Alice Springs Town Council approves $1,000 sponsorship to Tourism NT for 
the 2015 Brolga Tourism Awards. 
  (6058ccs) 
 
 
9.3 October 2015 By-Election 
 Report No. 163/15ccs (DCCS) 
 

This report discusses the ASTC By-election held on 10 October 2015. 
 

RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That Council  
A. Do not pursue non-voters, 
B. Maintain the current number of static polling places,  
C. Investigate the alternatives to personalised mail out. 
  (6059ccs) 
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Discussion ensued regarding pursuing non-voters, personalised mail out, static polling 
places, costs and fines recovery. 
 
The Director of Corporate and Community Services took on notice a question regarding 
the timeframe as per the Local Government Act. 
 
The Director of Corporate and Community Services to submit a report on alternatives to 
personalised mail-out to registered voters.  
 

 
9.4 Refugee Welcome Zone 
 Report No. 166/15ccs (DCCS) 

 

This follow-up report discusses a request by the Refugee Council of Australia for Alice 
Springs to be declared a Refugee Welcome Zone. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
A. That the Alice Springs Town Council not accept the invitation from the 

Refugee Council of Australia (RCOA) to join in the programme the RCOA 
proposed, but make it very clear that Council has been welcoming refugees 
and migrants from around the world since at least 1970, and as a 
community will continue to do so, through the work of the Multicultural 
Community Services of Central Australia in Alice Springs. 

 
B. That Council further strengthens its commitment to refugee resettlement 

programmes at the Strategic Plan review scheduled for February 2016. 

  (6060ccs) 
 

Discussion ensued regarding Alice Springs “Refugee Welcome Zone” proposal and what 
Council has been doing since 1970’s. 
 
Mayor Ryan advised that Elected Members can show support to refugees by making an 
effort to attend events such as citizenship ceremonies and events run by the 
multicultural community in Alice Springs. 
 
Mayor Ryan asked that the third paragraph under the Discussion part of the Refugee 
Welcome Zone report should read, “At the meeting with Ms Baptiste-Rooke, it was the 
majority view that the Alice Springs community was, and had been for decades, at the 
forefront in welcoming refugees to the town…..”  
 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer left the Chamber at 7.26pm  
The Acting Chief Executive Officer returned to the Chamber at 7.28pm 

 

10. REPORTS OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES: 
 

10.1 Minutes and Recommendations from the Seniors Coordinating Committee 
Meeting held on 21 October 2015 

 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the minutes of the Seniors Coordinating Committee Meeting held on  
21 October 2015 be accepted and recommendations be adopted. 
 (6061ccs) 
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10.1.1 NT Pensioner and Carers Scheme Changes / Elder Abuse Info Line 
 

Geoff Sloan gave the following update on the submission to the Department of 
Treasury regarding the pensioner carers’ scheme concession. 

 The first recommendation on access to pensioner carers’ concession 
scheme to be universal was passed unanimously by the Ministerial 
Advisory Council for Senior Territorians. 

 The second part of the submission on the proposals against each of the 
concessions to save money and make the scheme universal were looked 
at by the Advisory Council.  The Advisory Council was given until 
tomorrow to feedback their position on the draft proposal. 

 
Elder Abuse Info Line 

Geoff Sloan advised that the Ministerial Advisory Council for Senior 
Territorians fully supports the elder abuse info line, and in principle believed 
that the NT Government should support the initiative rather than the Darwin 
Community Legal Service as the Legal Service cannot afford to do it forever.  
 
Geoff Sloan pointed out that elder abuse has become a national issue in the 
last two weeks which needs to be addressed across the board. 
 
Discussion ensued on protocols on elder abuse.  None of this process is in 
place in the Northern Territory. 
  
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That Council communicates with the Northern Territory Government to 
support the continuation of the elder abuse info line as an NT 
Government funded initiative, and that the NT Government to develop 
protocols and public awareness information campaign on elder abuse. 

 (6062ccs) 
 
 
10.2 Minutes and Recommendations from the Public Art Advisory Committee 

Meeting held on 7 October 2015 
 

RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the minutes of the Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting held on 7 
October 2015 be accepted and recommendations be adopted. 

 (6063ccs) 
 

10.3 Minutes and Recommendations from the Public Art Advisory Committee 
Meeting held on 4 November 2015 

 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the minutes of the Public Art Advisory Committee Meeting held on 4 
November 2015 be accepted and recommendations be adopted. 

 (6064ccs) 
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10.4 Minutes and Recommendations from the Risk Management and Audit 

Committee Meeting held on 5 November 2015 
 

RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the minutes of the Risk Management and Audit Committee Meeting held on 
5 November 2015 be accepted and recommendations be adopted. 

 (6065ccs) 
 

10.4.1  Terms of Reference / Charter 
 

The Chair discussed the following points: 

 Emphasized the roles and responsibilities of the Committee in the review 
of public accountability reports including financial reports and Strategic 
and Municipal Plan KPI reports. 

 At today’s meeting, the Committee will undertake one of its functions, i.e. 
meeting with the external auditor (at least once each year) to receive 
direct feedback about any key risk and compliance issues and to provide 
feedback about the auditor’s performance. 

 Regular reporting of the Committee’s activities including the provision of a 
summary of key issues from each meeting along with the minutes and any 
recommendations to Council (see attached Summary of Key Issues). 

 
Mayor Ryan referred to the Committee’s Terms of Reference and suggested 
to readdress the Members and Tenure of the Committee in relation to the 
Chair of the Committee to clarify the expectations about the Chair’s 
appointment. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the Members and Tenure of the Risk Management and Audit 
Committee be amended to read as follows: 

The Committee consists of: 

 The Mayor or (Deputy Mayor) 

 The Chair of the Finance Committee 

 The Chair of the Technical Services Committee 

 The Chair of the Corporate and Community Services Committee 

 An independent Chair with a Business/Finance background 

 The independent Chair shall be appointed for a term of two years 
 (6066ccs) 

 
 

10.4.2  30 June 2015 Audited Financial Statements (Annual Report)  
 

Discussion ensued on the financial snapshot and financial statements in the 
2014/15 Annual Report. 
 
The Committee noted movements in rates, employee expenses, contractor 
expenses and Reserves and analysed these movements in comparison with 
known policy settings and decisions in the year. 
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The Chair noted N26 and N27 and advised that these notes are not a 
requirement anymore to be included in the audited financial statements under 
the current Local Government Act and Accounting Regulations. 
 
KPIs 

The Chair advised that the Annual Report submitted by the Council to the 
Minister was required by the Local Government Act, to contain an assessment 
of Council’s performance against the objectives stated in the relevant 
Municipal Plan.  KPIs in the original 2011/12 to 2015/15 four year Municipal 
plan were noted to be measurable, but those in the current plan were more 
about tasks, and so were not clearly measurable. The performance reporting 
was not pre-circulated to the Committee, and as the reporting is in narrative 
format, it was impractical for the Committee to provide a review on the content 
of the KPI reporting. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 

A. That, based on its enquiry and review, the Risk Management and 
Audit Committee recommends that the audited financial 
statements of 30 June 2015 are suitable for submission to the 
Minister and to the Northern Territory Grants Commission. 

 
B. That, based on its enquiry and review, the Risk Management and 

Audit Committee recommends the Council reviews the 
measurability of its Key Performance Indicators to be used in 
reporting to the Council, and for inclusion in the for 2015/16 
Annual Report. 

 (6067ccs) 
 
 

10.5 Minutes and Recommendations from the Australia Day Coordinating 
Committee Meeting held on 6 November 2015 

 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 
 
That the minutes of the Australia Day Coordinating Committee Meeting held on 6 
November 2015 be accepted and recommendations be adopted. 

 (6068ccs) 
 
 

10.5.1  Australia Day Ambassador  
 

Alice Springs will not be allocated an Ambassador this year.  Mayor Ryan 
suggested to find one from the Australia Day Council’s list of available 
Ambassadors (via Kiya Gill) and will fly the person at Council’s cost. 
 
RESOLVED 
That it be a recommendation to Council: 

That Council approves the funding of an Australia Day Ambassador to 
Alice Springs to promote the celebration of 2016 Australia Day. 

  (6069ccs) 
 
 



8 – CCS – 16/11/2015   
 

11. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

Nil 
    
                      

12. NEXT MEETING: Monday, 15 February 2016 
 
 

The meeting stands adjourned and resumes in the Confidential Section. 
   

The meeting adjourned at 7.38pm 
  
 

Confirmed on ____________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________  
CHAIRMAN 

Date ___________________________________________  
 


